— 


| 


_—_ 


| of the Reverence due to G 0 D in » | 
P ublick Wor ſhip. 


SERMON 


Pr each' d before the 


King & Queen, 


WHITE. HALL, 


. March 25, 1694- being the 5th. Sg 


in LENT. 


By the Right Reverend Fark in God, Ns 
INICHO LAS Lord Biſhop of Chefter.| 


© "Publithd by Their Wajeſties Special Command. 


_ 
b..4 ae 


FT /- 4 
ſ 


LOND'O N, 


Printed by Tho. Wirren, for Thom Bennet, at the| 
Half-Moon in. St. Pa#Ps Church-Yard, & 
M DC XCITV. 


A l— 


—_———— 


, #4 . ; 
S - % 
a & A N , 
. 2 < 4 "* 3 » 
— — 
4 SID, «2 - $ OP) i. 4 " Mea: 
þ. -i4 INS IEF os 4 37'S , 3 > 
x "IP * . 
bl 
* 
. - _ _ 
. 
PO I mee ek th fiat - = _ Bnet - * Jn _ 
» 
= 
. |} 
? * 
— 
. 
. o by A 
C | FP 
5 - 
Ag bl 
. C . 
1 
hs . 
{ w- 
P % 
4 X 
, Aa I 
, . ; 
LI 
- 
, 
4 b & 
6 . 
* 
þ . 
} hd 
Y ; 
, = x 
* * - 
So % , 
o at 
$ * m4 * a : 
. : - 
' - 
' 
; . 


S E R M ©) N 


Preach d before the uf 


King and C Queen. 


i. 


EccLEs. V. 1. former part. | F: * 


S & « Da 


| Kee thy foot when thou wk to; the; Hue 
4 of GO p 


J* the War of this Chapter THE 

ſcribes: ſeveral Rules to be obſerved” by us = 
the Worſhip of God, as ever we-expett to 
recommend our ſelves. thereby to his Favour and 
Acceptance. - 'The frft of which 1s general, and 
_ extends to the whole pablick Worſhip ; the other 
are particular ,' relating to. ſome ſpecial. parts: 
a it, . | 


Az © 
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' The general Rule is that which I have choſen 
to infiſt upon , Keep thy'foot when thou goeſt to the 
bouſe of God. 
— Intreating of which, I ſhall, by God's At 
Rtancce, do-theſe Three things. | 


I. I ſhall bnefly ſhew the Mecning of the 


| Words, and what is the Duty therein -preſcri- 
bed. 


WM. FH ſhall enforce the Duty by proper Argu- 


ments. 

ILL” I ſhall ſuggeſt ſome further Helps by way 
of Direction in order to the better Performance 
of 1 _ | | 


E. 1 ſhall briefly explain the Words, and ſhew 
what 1s the Duty therein preſcribed. Keep, or take 
heed to thy feet, ſo I read them ; the Hebrew Let- 
ters being plural ,, though the Pointing, which I 
take to be but a late Invention of the ns 
1s ſingular. 

Take heed to th y Feet when thou goes}, or ra- 
ther when thou comes? : for ſo the Original Word 
Numb. 16.25; {ignifies, and is ſo tranſlated in ſeveral o- 

Genel 19.32. ther places ; and that it ought to be ſo 
render'd here, appears, becauſe all the Duties af- 
terward mentioned., to which this word in com- 


mon 


—— 
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mon belongs, are. ſuch as are to be perform'd , not 
2 when-we are going, but when, we are come to the 


LOT: 
at 


* Houſe of God, So that I reajhthe Words thus. 
i T ake heed to thy feet when thou comeſt to the houſe of 
= |.- Tok | 


| The Jews were wont to expreſs their Reve- 
| rence toward God, when they came to his Houſe 
4 * to worſhip him , by putting off their Shooes at 
their Entrance into it. Whether this Cuſtom 
was derived from the Patriarchs before ,,... 
| - Moſes; or from that Command God __ 
_ gave to Moſes and Foſhua ) To looſe their aol 
Rb þ from off their feet, becauſe the place whereon the 
| ' ſtood was holy ground , need not now be diſputed. 
| [t 1s ſufficient , that this Rite of Veneration was 
uſed by them , when they 'approach'd to God in 
his Publick Worſhip. x als that Solomon here al- 
ludes to this Praftice, no Man, I think, will que- 
ftion, who confiders, That all other Accounts gi- 
ven of this Expreſhon, ſeem very foreign and im- 
pertinent to the Matter he here treats of. 

The Duty therefore here injoin'd is, That we be-- 
have our ſelves decentty and reverently when we 
come to worſhip God in his Houſe. So that when 
Solomon ſays, Take heed to thy feet, he does in ef- 
| -. fe@t ſay ; Do not come rudely into the Houle of 
/ God, nor behave thy ſelf careleſly when thou art 

; there ; 


6 "A TIT Pratt fed" 


An — 


there ; ; but addreſs thy ſelf to/God with that Re- 
verence 'and?godly- Fear, which becomes ſo glorious 
and dreadful a' Maj 7H 

Before I proceed, that my: Deſign may be clear- 
ly derived, I thall premite 7 wo things. 

I- That which 1 intend to {peak to at- preſent, 
is not: ' that Reverente Which 1s-due to the Houſe. | 
by which it ought 4676 diſtinguiſhed from all 
_ other Houſes , upon! the 'aceount of tts peculiar 
Relation w'God : but that which we are'to gre 
'to Cod, when we preſent our ſelves there to wor- 
{hip bim ; 3 in like manner asalf thoſe jarticular 
Dutics' afterward mentioned, r&lating to the fe- 
veral Parts of Worthip there to be performed, are 
fuch as immediately fel pect God himſelf. 

2; Though bodify Reverentice'is the-only' thing 
expreſſed in' the Text, yet the Reverence of the 
Soal, 'of which that of the Body is but a Sign, 
18 ſuppos'd and implid; finceall outward Expref- 
fions of Devotion , how ſolemn and pompous ſo- 
ever, which do' not ariſe from within , .are no 
; better than Hypocrifie , and by conſequence are 
abhorr'd: by God, who ſees in ſecret. 

So, that the Reverence here requir'd , 'is both 
that of the inward, and'that of the outward Man. 
That of the inward Man confiſts in ſuch Thonghts 


and Aﬀections , as are in fome ſort becoming the 
God 


God we worſhip; in awful Apprehenfions of his 
glorious: Majelty ,. of his unſpotted! Purity, , of his 
unſearchable Wiſdom, of his Almight Power, of 
his Preſence with us, and obſervant. ye over us : 


and 1n ſuch an bande ſenſe of our own Unwor- 


thineſs toi be admitted: into his Preſence.,. as be- 
. comes us not only. as we are his Creatures, but 
much more as | we are Sinners. That of the 
outward Man conſiſts in- ſuch a Deportment of 
the Body, as 1s a: fit Expreſſion of the inward Re- 
verence-jof the: Soul ;_ As in ſtanding, bowing, 


kneeling, lifting up the Eyes and Hands toward 
Heaven, ; in diligent Attendance to his Word read | 
_ and preachd,and in other ſuch viſible figns;as open- | 


ly declare, . I hat we.efteem himworthy to'receive 
all Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power. Both 
theſe are our bounden Duty; efpecially the for- 
mer ; though the latter is that whichi my Text 


ON immediate reſpect to. The Decency, 
1 


lick Worſhip, is, firit to approach: unto Zvevid.pm. 
God with a broken and contrite Heart ; 
then to ſhew the inward Diſpoſition of. the Heart, 


by the outward Deportment/of the; Body ; as by 


ſtanding, by.. the: decenit-compoſure of the Hands, 
by a meek and: conteiciea Voie, | 


Now 
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t. Chryſoſtome, required of usin pub- Chnfide verb. 


— 


o 
bg 


OY WTO 


8 G--; A Sermin Preach'd before , 


' Now, that in-our Approaches to God, we may 
thus reverence him both' in Body: and in Spitir, 
proceed, 


II. To riſobcs the Duty. by ſuch" r Allnjwnts 


as will make it plainly appear , That all the Re- 


verence- we can poſhibly grve to him, 1s no more - 
than what'upon all- accounts we ſtand indiſpen- 
"L obliged to. | 


o-which purpoſe let us conſider, 


x. The [tranſcendent Excellencies” of his Ne 


ture ; That all Perfections' of. Being, . not only 


meet in him; but are all in him without mea-- 


ſure. * That he is immenſely great' in Wiſdom, 
Powen, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Truth ; and that in pro- 
portion- to the Excellencies of his Nature is the 


Glory he inhabits; He dwelling in that Light to 
which no Man can approach. Such is the God 


- we worſhip, in Glory inacceſſable , in Wiſdom 
unſearchable, in Power uncontrollable, in Truth 


immovable, in all other. Perfe&ions infinitely ex- 
alted above all Bleffing and Praiſe. | - 

And what are we?: _ What but Earth and Aſhes, 
chin 4s, Dmoak and Vapour, as St. Chryſoftome ex- 
c14-20n.30. prefles it ? What'is our Strength ? What 


- .1S0ur Wikom 3 ? What is our Power ?- How weak > 
. How filly ? How ſcanty ? So near to nothing are 


we, 


we thaf We from to be, rather than are, 
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for Man walketh in a wain ſhew ( as the wrote as 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) ;., at our very beſt eſtate we are all 
Vanity. It 1s the Qbſervation of the Father now 
mentioned, That when St. Paul would ſhew the. 
diſtance between, God and Man, he doth not re- 
preſent it to be ſo. great, but we may conceive it 
to be much greater. - For what ſays he? ,-.. 


ed it, Why haſt thou made me. thus ? Hath *." 


' Shall the thing formed, ſay to him that form- comprebeyf. De 


not the. Potter "power over the Clay, to make -of the 
ſame hunt .one veſſel to honour, and another to diſho- 
he diſtance, ſays he, between God and © 


nour ? 
Man, is as great as that, between the Potter and the 
Clay ; Yea, much greater ; for. af, a Man ſeem. more 
Noble and more, Beautiful than the Clay, it is 
not the diverfity of Nature, but the Skill of the 
Artificer that hath made the, difference : but ſo 
great is the diſtance between God and Man, that 
neither can the T ongue expreſs, nor the Mind con- 
celve;it., _. Fain at 2 (ST Þ way : 
Let us conſider, ;._  .: 


s 


2. What, God is, to us; and in what Relation 


we ſtand;to. him... | 


It. js. he that, raiſed us at-firſt, out of Nothing 
into Being ; that ſpake ; the word and we were 
made. . And ſhall | we, not, with ,the hymbleſt 
6K B Reverence, 


an” 


"Se 
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Reverence”, fall down' before the 'Lord our Ma- 4 
| ker ? OO Oe Pi" IO nid A 
It is he, by whom'we live and move', as well \ 'Y 
as have our Being ; in whoſe hands our Breath is, - 
and whoſe are all our. Ways. ', And ſhall we not 
devoutly adore him , upon whom we continually bo 
ſo entirely depend, that 'we can neither breathe .* 
| | nor live, any tonger than he ſuſtains us ? "/, a= 
It is he, that daily poureth his Benefits upon FF 
us. All thoſe Enjoyments that render our Betng, E 
| © -more defireable than not-to be, we owe ſolely to 
him as our conſtant Benefa&our.' 'And ſhall we 
| not revere his Goodneſs, to whom we owe all the 
ood things we enjoy ? Shall we by our unfeem- 


y Carriage toward him,” prone him to become . 
our Enemy , who. hath been ſo great a Friend T 
to us? | TY PEN = 
It is he upon whom we depend for all future 
Bleflings ; from whoſe Bounty alone/we can _ 

p, 


| | for the continuance of out Comforts in this Work 
and for an Immortal Bliſs in the next. And ſhall 

| . we not pay all poſſible Reſpe& to him , by whom 
we hope to be made everlaſtingly happy ?.'' - 

It is he that hath redeemed us from the. hands 
of our Enemies,” not with ſuch poor corruptible 
things as Silver and Gold ,* but. with the-preci- 
ous Blood of his own beloved Son. 'Since there- 

| ; fore 


/ ng 
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fore we are, not qur own, ought we not.to glorifie 
bim, both. with our Body and Spirit , which he 
' hath purchaſed at ſodear a rate?., | _: 

In ſhort, if the foregoing Conſiderations do not 
move Us, let us once more conſider, That this 
God who is our :Maker and Preſerver, our muni- 
ficent. BenefaGtour, and moſt merciful, Redeemer, - 
 isalſo qur ſupreme Judge ,. from whoſe Sentence 

there hes no Appeal. We "muſt, there 1s no avoid- 
ing it, but whether. we will or no, we muſt all 
appear - before his dreadful Tribunal, to give an 
account of our Behaviour toward him. And can 
.we hope for a favourable Sentence from him, if 
in our. moſt ſolemn Worſhip of him, we carry 
our ſelves toward him, as if he were a Being ſo 
mean as deſerved not to be fear'd by us? 

Confider, 5, 

3- That this ;reat and incomprehenſible Maje- 
ſty, 1s in a peculiar manner preſent with us, when 
we aflemble together in his ouſe:to worſhip him. 
Though he be ſubſtantially preſent every where, 
yet in ſome places he 1s preſent .in greater State, 
(as I may ſay) than in other, and by conſequence 
a more awful Deportment 1s therc required of us. 
Heaven. 1s the Place where he keeps his Court, 
where his chief Miniſters of State conſtantly : at- 
tend his Throne, where he moſt illuftriouſly dif- 
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plays the Majeſty of his Glory, 'and from” whenee 
he diſpatches his Ambaſtadours' to negotiater his 
Atairs in this Jowet'World:* But now as Earthly 
Kings have uſually their different Palaces, 'one in 
theImperial City, ſurpaſſing alt the reſt in Splen- 
dour and Magritticence; 'others of - infeti6ur' Note 
in-miore obſcare- Palaces, and” at 4 great diftance 
from' the Seat" Imperial , ifo| this Kitty 'of kings 

who dwells in -Heaven in Glory ''unapproachable 
by mortal Eyes, hath''alſo "his Manfion-houſes 41 
which-:he dwells here on Ewrtlt,” and hath his OF- 
ficers of State there alſo attending on! hin, though 


. - not in ſuch ſhining Robes as'in Heaven.” Such 


are the Places ſet apart for' his Publick Worſhip; 
in theſe he is otherways preſent than in*commory 
Places, and' therefore thele are by way of -diftin- 
&ion called in Scripture His. Houſes ;"and"He is 
ſaid to dwell in them. [Thus he dwelt among'his 
ancient People ;/ firſt in the Tabernacle,as his move- 
able Houſe, while they were in their Travels thro” 
the Wilderneſs :-and in the Temple afterward as 
| his fixed Habitation, when they came to be ſet- 
tled in the Land of Canaan; as this, latter'is ex- | 
2 Chron. 29.  PTelly called by David, his Palace ,- fo 'he 
53IG- himſelf faid of it, Here will I dwell, for 
[ bave a delight therein. | | 


if 
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P If it benow enquired, how or.in what manner, 
God-is more peculiarly preſent: in Church-Afſem- 
Ef blies, than in.other places? Though I might ſhew 
"#- you, that, he; is ſo, ſundry ways and. in divers 
"Me manners, andimore- particularly by the communt- 
 catjon' of: his. Holy, Spirit, to all thoſe who . come 
duly: Prepared;to:receive it ; yet as more proper to 
the Arguienti I am-now upon, 1 Anſwer briefly, 
| by the , 12" of his Heavenly Atten- See vic. Mee 
dants,}the Holy Angels; as a King is 79 05 79 
More : eminently preſent where his Court is, than 
where he bitoſelt 5 isalone in Perſon. -Hence Jacob - 
having ſeen a Viſion of Angels, upon his awake- - 
mg, lays, Surely the Lord us in this place; and: cen, 28. 16, 
{ new it not; What * ? did not Facob knawWsi 1 8 * 
that God was 1n every place, and by conſequence 
inithat where he, then was? Yea doubtleſs. The 
meaning, therefore is,{4God. 1s.1n a more ſolemn 
manner #1; this place; than, in athers, he is here, as 
in his: Palace, with his prime, Miniſters attending 
|  on-him ;1as appears, by what follows, How dread- 
| ful is this place © this is no other but the Hou of God, 


this, is the Gate of Heawen, 

Now. that the Angels.are preſent in the Aﬀem- 

i blies for his Worſhip, we have ſufficient evidence, | 
| both in the Old Teſtament and in the New. The | 


"OO ſpeaking, of - Mount Sir, the place ſet 
_ 


b—— 


apart for his'publick Worſhip, ſays, The Chariot of * 
, *- Gol ts twice ten thouſand; thouſunds of \An- 
Plalm 68. 17, | OF T1 +6 WR, FED [the Si bs fe (ded 
© gels, the Lord ts among” them, 'SINa1.2s 
the Sanffuary (ſo the words are to be render'd ac- 
cording to the Original.) By the Chariot of God. 
is meant the Hoſt of Angels, | by which/God's ſpe- 
_ _ cial Preſence is convey'd from" Heaven to Earth, 
_ and the plain'meaning of ' the words is this,” 'That 
a great Hoſt of Angels does now attend” = God 
in Mount Sn, the place of his Public Worſhip, 
as they did'formerly on' Mount Sizes, at the giving 
of the Law there. This Angelical Preſence'was 
repreſented both in the Tabernacle and in the 
Temple ; by the Figures of the Cherubin woven 
in the Curtains of the former, and carved in the 
Walls of the latter. 26 DOET fy + 
And if the Angels gave their attendance at the 
Jewiſh, can Tt be thought that they pay 'not as 
much reſpe& to our Chrifttan Worſhip? If that: 
low and carnal Service had fo great an honour 
vouchſafed to it, can it be imagined; that” that 
which js more Spiritual, and more becoming the 
Divine Nature ſhould have leſs? If any Man can 
entertain a thought ſo unreaſonable, he may ſoon 
be convinced of his error, by calling to remem- 
brance, That St. Paul took it for granted, that 
the Angels were preſent at Religious Chriſtian 
1 Aſſemblies, 


— 
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Aﬀ/emblies,. and thought this 'alone a. ſufficient 
Reaſon, why Women ſhould there-prefent wor 
ſelves 1n- decent Dreſs. . For. this cauſa 
(ſaith he) ought the woman” to have (power 
on her head, becauſe az the Angels. By Power 1s here 
meant a Veil, the Token'of her Husband's Power 
over ther, (by a Trope-not unuſual in: Holy Scri- 
pture) fo that the Meaning' is,' Such regard ought 
to be had to the: Angels, who attend our Publick 
Worfhip , and obferve our Demeanour init, that 
the Woman ,- out of Refpect to them, ought to 
' be decently habited-, to thavza Covering on her 
Head, in token of her SubjeCtion to her Husband. 
Were. this peculiar Preſence of God with his Ho- 
ly Anpels'.duly conſider, :one would; think it 
thould cauſe all 'Women profeſfing Godlinefs, to 
reſent' themſelves' 1n the 'Church , 'in a more 
modeft and humble: Dreſs, ar ſome of Ho 
ws 17 Dro 290 20079 wo 32 
0 Corpoſe u us.yet to (greater: Reverence 4 le t 
ws Eien y 0707 
What the Meariing and Intemtibn of Divine. 
Worlhip: 4s.-: I94t-not! [(as far' as:we are able) - 
to- honour God according to his-exceltent Great- 
neſs ;/ to acknowledge the- infinite ''diftance' that 
1s between Him and us; to make profeſſion of our 
_ dependence-upon. him.,” and -ſubjection to 
him ? 


1 Cor, 11, 10. 
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him? This ſurely 1s the plain Import of every 
part of ; Religious Worſhip. 
. In praifing God, We declare the peerleſs Ex- 
cellencies of his Nature, and aſcribe to him the 
Glory of- his admirable Works. In putting up our 
Petitions to. him , for the preventioq. or removal 
of all evil, and for the obtaining'of all good things, 
we acknowledge his All-ſufficiency, and our own 
Emptineſs. And what do we elſe in Thankſgi- 
ving, but. gratefully own our Obligations to, his 
bounteous Goodneſs, for all the o0e things we 
' either have or hope for? -+ , ' | 
Thus the Meaning of every AQ of Divine Wor: 
_ ſpp, 1s to give Glory to God, by: entertaining ſuch 
Thoughts of him, 'and! Aﬀections toward him, as 
are ini ſome ſort ſuitable to: the Perfedions of his 
Nature, and to thoſe Relations we ſtand in to him ; 
and by repreſenting to-others by outward Signs, 
the 1 Leven] Devotion of..our Souls toward him. .-/. 
And though” it be true, That the Body ay 
| bow, when there is no ſubmiſſion of the'S 
God; the Hands may: be lifted up to! "cart 
when the Heart is in the Ends of the Earth':,yet 
when the Soul 'is poſſeſſed withythe Fear of.God, 
1t will naturally Sojer it ſelf by a ſuitable Com- 
poſure and Deportment of the Body. ' | And.there- 


fore” when the outward Behaviour is ſuch', as no 
way 
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way teſtifies our honourable Eſteem. of God, we 
cannot truly be faid to worſhip him ,/ becauſe we 
do not then honour, but rather deſpiſe him;.. And 
ſuch is the Carriage of too-many Perſons in many 
of our Rehgious Afemblies , ſo far from giving- 
God the Glory of his incomprehenſible Majeſty,. 
_ that [they durſt' not; behave themſelves ſo difre- 
 ſpectfully in the Preſence. of their Earthly Prince ; 
eſpecially when they come to pay their Homage 
to him, to receive Lapgnnbert 1x 'or to;-beg ſome 
= great Favour of him. ., For would any Man ſhew 
= that Contempt” of his Prince.as not.to attend to = 
© - his Voice, but ..turn.away from him, .and-talk 
'Þ with another Man, while his Prince is. fignifying 
his Willand Pleafure to him, ; and laying his Com- 
mands upon him. ? . Would any Man laugh 'in his 
Prince's Face, at the. ſame time , that he is beg- 
ging the. Pardon of his Rebellions , and ſupplica- 
tipg to ham for his Life? - .\. + api; 1 


at how lightly ſoever. theſe. Perſons. may, be- 
| have themſelves in the Church ;- if at any/ other 


: _ time they. can prevail with themſelves to be fert- 


# 


ous, I beſeech them to confider,,, 3 411% 1639-294 
. 5.\ How highly they hereby-incenfe the Diſ- 


! "== _ Pleaſure of God againſt them; Contempt though 


bi from.an Equal ; can hardly be borg -with Pati- - 
* .. ence; how much more provoking. muſt 'it needs 
Uh hes C be - 


r8 7 1 aan Probl Mine © 


be froms Tm Toferibur . -and-more yet 'from a De- 
endent-?-: ' Were! attother” Man: ſo-entirely your 
ature, thit he'could Hot ira finger, or fo 
bevery 25 draw one' breath without you, would not 
any the leaſt Diſreſpe&t-from'him, greatly provoke 
ie! Diſpleaſure again 'Him'? With what Tnd- 
nation then, think you, 'muſt the Sovereign Lord 


. ef All reſent. the infoltat Contempts: of ſach'x 
impotent things, as cannot ſubfiſt amoment lonp- 


er "that he pleaſes; "and Avhorm with® the''lealt 


breath' of his! Diſpleafure 1 he can blow into Hell ? 


' By #h#© blaſt God they 7 the breath 

+ +9 * bbs * wok m_ are robe as Eli- 
phaz ſpeaks.i £11 £1 eto bi 
God is not'wont,: Icordhs; ” ee. his Arigert to: 
break out upori the firſt ptroyocation'; nay; he cortt-' 


_ monly: bears 'long with the- moſt prefumptuous 
Offenders. Such 1s his Goodneſs , that he isnot! 


willing that any ſhould periſh, he therefore-gives 
them time to repent; and-itr that time lays- ' before 
them the m6ſt powerful Motives to bring 'them to 
it. But though he bears long; yet he will not for 
ever bear with them; his Patience" wilt have-tn” 
end, and when' that is: onceex red, his Wrath, 
will kindle againſt them. And who) knows the: 
power of | his'Wrath ? Can you think- you ſhall 


have Courage to bear: up agtiniſt, or Strength to- 
__refift 
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reſiſt his Almighty Arm ?. Can the dry Stubble 
contend” with: devouring Fire ? If not , it then 
concerns: you to conſider, | 

6. "That our God is a conſuming - Fire. * Pai 
very Argument the Apoſtle uſes to awaken us to 
Fear. and Reverence in his Worſhip. Let ye. 25 
5 have Grace, ſaith he., fo ſc Je God ac- Y-. 


ceptably with x Ig whe gory ly fear, Why ? for go”; | 


. God is a conſuming fire. "The word Acpever, in the 
Stile . of . the New Teſtament more eſpecia lly., de- 
notes ,' that ſerving of ' God which conſiſts in his. 
ſolemn Worſhip, and fo plainly implies, That 
God is a conſuming Fire, not only to thoſe who 
do not. worſhip him at all, but to thoſe alſo who 
worſlup! him without Reverence, and godly. Fear. ,, 
Thus he was to Nadab and Abibu the Sons of 
Aaron, in the proper literal ſenſe ; they E's 
reſuming to offer Incenſe with common 
Fire, a Fire went out from the Lord and devou- 
red them. Should God be ſo ſevere to all thoſe, 
who offer up their Prayers to him with common 
 Aﬀedtions, and put no difference between their 
Deportment i in his. Houſe, and in any Civil Court, 
how many that come to the Church , - would ne- 
ver 20 from. it again, but would ' (as Ananias and 
Sapphira were , be ſtricken dead upon |. the 
plage. ; 2:5 ; 
= | 9 * 


I, 2. 
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.. *Fis- true, 'God ſeldom in cornatiſin ſhews 
himſelf . ſo ſevere' in this. World, becauſ2 this is 
' the Day of Grace; the Day of Vengeance i is de- 
ferred till the next. All. hob Wrath which Sin- . 
ners by their hard and impenitens Hearts, do here 
treaſure up unto themſelves, he reſerves it-for them 
till that dreadfnl'Day of Wrath , and of the Re- 

: The 1. Velztion-of hisr1 ofitcous ] adgment, When 
WOLES the Lord Jeſus _—_ 0 d from Hea- 
ven with. bis' mi; whty Angels in flaming fire ; ; taking 
vengeance 91 the K. that - know not. God', 'anil that obey 
” not the Goſpel of cur) Lord Feſus Chrift ; who /ſhall'' be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrutFion from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the ' glory. of bis power. He 
will then be ſo confining a Fire,'-that' his very 
Preſence will inflict everlaſting DeſtruQtion upon 
all thoſe, who either now chuſe not; to know him, 
that they may without fear negle& him; or if they | 
know 11m , tefuſe to acknowledge and: glorthe . 
him as God. But were this Deſtruction” ſuch as 
would put an end to their Being, / it would'be the 
leſs terrible; yea fo far from being terrible to 
them in that diſmal State- of Miſery, in which 
they will then be; that, might they have their 
With, they would beg no-greater-Favour of God, 
than to be reduc'd' to nothing : But alas ! they 
thall be deſtroy d, not fuwPly 9 as to Being, but as 

ta 


- 
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+ |. toall ſuch wn, © as is not.inexpreſſibly worſe 


than no Being; hing will remain to them, but 
to-be caſt. into Hell, where the worm di- 
eth not , and. the. fire will never. be quenched, 5, 48. 
but he ſmoak of . their torments will: aſcen1 IP TY 
for ever.and ever. They will then be experimen- 
tally|\convinced ,»to their Eternal Sorrow.,, That 
it-is.d fearful thing, to. fall inta_ the. hands | 
of the Irving God ; of that. God; who: | 
lives for-:eyer,, ;and therefore will never ceaſe , 
to infict vengeance upon. them. '. However: they 
_ may think te trifle with God now, they will. then 
find; to their, woe, That he will nat be mock'd. 

To. what hath been ſaid upon this Head, I ſhall 
add. but one-Confideration more,. which 1s ſuch as, 
oneiwould' think ,.; ſhould. be. ofiforce ;.,if not to 
affright,,;yet at/leatito-ſhame Chriſtians, out of all. 
careleſs and, negligent behaviour in the Houle of 
God.. And that” is , ;Þ hat,even Turks and Hea- 
thens, yea. the very;Deails, will, riſe in Judgment 
againſt irreverent Chriſtrans, and congemn them, 

So devout are the Turks. that they. ſufter not: 
themſelves, ſo much as to look about them, but 
erform' their Religious -Offices with ſuch Atten- 
tion:-of Mind, that they: think they ſhould, loſe 
the Fruit of their Prayers, ; f they.ſhould then but  - 
ſcratch their Head with their Finger ; as an Eye-. 
; | witnels ' 


Heb. 10, 3H 
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Buſbes, &-/ Witneſs informs us.* © For, what, ' ſay they, 
MP. 3. if "when a” Man "#4 #0 ſpeak with the Ba- 
ſhaws, his whole*Body is compeſed'to Reverence ; * how 
much greater Reaſon is there;tbat"the' ſame Reſpect fhould 


Herghth arid Greatneſs. So intent, they think, they 
__ to be at"their Prayers}, us not-tv be diver- 
ed, though the Execution of the” Sultan's Decree, 
Sir Paul 34- ſhould in'the ſame'moment be comman- 
ns HY ded,' (as atiother Author tells us.) \ | 
Ottoman Empire, lib.'2.\chap.4] Mis, $347 V2 \ | 


- ''. Fog Heathens, it tnay> ſuffice to'fay; Thit this 


1ibi '6rg, Was one of Pythagoras's Precepts , When 


| Snopes thou come$t into the Temple worſhip ;* and 
nane'* while thott 'art' there do nothing. ae And 


another 'of his Rules was; That no" Man'ſhvuld go 
into'a Temple when he is in a'Journey; "The" mean- 
ing of which is, 'That God ſhould not be-wor- 
ſhipped by the bye-, or when a Man is otherwiſe 
employed ; but with'the greateſt- Solemnity and 


Intention 'of Mind.. Numa Pompilius decreed; That 


his Citizens- ſhould neither ſee , nor hear Divine 
Matters, in a-careleſs manner, and with' wander- 
ing Thoughts ; but laying afide' al} diſtraQtions of 
Mind, ſhould whotly apply their Meditationsto 

i" the zife Religion. ' And Plutarch tells-us'\; That 


Non Fen- he took care, that in the Time of Di-, 
| vine - 


« 4 4 
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vine Worſhip 3. 'NO noiſe ſhould be heard in the 
Streets, which might obſtruct or diſturb. the ſeri- 
ouſnels of Devotion : what ſhalll ſay more? Thoſe 
- who. believe the Being of: God., and--yet. do not - 
Reverence him as. God',..the very Devils, will rife 
up in; Judgment againdt them :.,for though, I do 
not ſay they worſhip God , yet ts certain they: 
do not: deſpiſe him, hut dread the thoughts. of his 
Power and _ ;,. for tbe Devils believe 
- and tremble: - | : 1:10 4:1F 21 EP pl 
2 ptacers, now in the - ie [FTC 


UL. And laſt phe.) ,...to ſuggeſt Grote further 


EY helps by: way-of direction, :1n order to: the better 


pertorinancexaf this Duty« I fay further helps, be- 
-cauſe-all;the Arguments before-rhention d are ſo 
TRY! helps towards it. ': And, } | j. 

. (has; iwe:mayi;the more; ;devoutly' worſhip, 
God in: his:Honute, let ira -u; before; 'we come thither -. 
lay. alidei our worldly Thoughts! and AﬀeCtions.. 
Let no man: (as.St, Chryſaſgorn ſpeaks) entor n vid. fm. © * 
the Church y having the careg of: this World "+ A 
about. bim 5; ;no man: with d wandering. and gtliſtratted 
mind ; but let him lay all theſe down without the-doors, 
and fo let, bim come. - For coming thither (as. ;; IV 
he fays in another place Y He come to' Hea-' vie. Joes, 
ven, not of rag of the; flace indeed, bit 2g 
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of the temper and diſpoſition- of '0ur minds ; for a Man 
while be. lives on Earth \, may aſcend to Heaven, and 
take a view of the things that are there, &c, -Let no 
Man therefore in the Church think of bis domeſtic 
affairs; but on the contrary 'while 'he is yet at 
' home , let him begin ' thoſe "things be 'i to dq_in the 
Goth oe 3 Dar clan oats 046 
Unleſs we thus leave the cares-of this Life be- 
hind. us, we ſhall do nothing leſs, than that which 
-  we' pretend is the only thing we come to do. For 
* the barepreſenting of our bodies before God, can 
by no means be interpreted a worſhipping of him, 
if our carriage be ſuch as plainly teſtihes, That our 
hearts are far from him.: 'They- therefore have lit- 
tle reaſon to reckon themſelves” in' the-number 'of 
his fincere Worſhippers, - whoſe thoughts in his 
*Houſe are ſo much ſet on the things of this World; 
that they cannot prevail with themſelves to for- 
| bear talking of them, even-while the Di- 
to vine Oracles are "reading ; 'which-. one 
; would think ſhould (if any thing) com- 
mand' their attention, as'being the Voice 'of God 

_ - withoutny Glofs, or: Comment upon it of Man's 
Devifting. : THEE JAS | . 
- _ 2. In order to the: looſening of -our - thoughts 
from earthly things , 'and raifing them up to the 

things above. Let us when we are going to his . 
LR Ot, | | Houſe, - 
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Houſe refle& upon ſuch like Conſiderations ,» as 
thoſe I have before propoſed. Let us ſeriouſly 
conlider the moſt adorable Majeſty of that God 
we are going to worſhip; That he. is of purer 
Eyes, than to behold Evil, and cannot look upon 
Iniquity ; that he will not hold them guiltleſs that 
take bis name in vain.' And when we are come in- 
to his Houſe, let us eſpecially remember, That 
his holy and jealous Eye is upon us, to obſerve 
not only the Deportment of our Bodies, but the 
moſt ſecret Motions and Inclinations of our Souls. 
Were our Minds thus pofleſled with a quick ſenſe, 
that this Great, and Glorious, and Holy, and All- 
mighty God , hath his Eyes conſtantly upon us, 
could we ſuffer our own Eyes to be always rowl- 
ing , as if our only Buſineſs in coming to the 
Church, were to obſerve what Faces and Faſhions 
do there preſent themſelves ? | 

3. Let usAeriouſly confider, of what great mo- 
ment, to our ſelves, every part of the Divine Wor- 
ſhip is. What is it we ask of God in our Pray- 


ers? Is it ſo ſmall a thing, that our Condition # 


will not be much the better or the worſe, whether 
it be granted or denied us? Oh no! It is nothing 
leſs than the Pardon of our Sins, and the Afhi- 


ſtance of his Grace , to be delivered from his 


D Wrath, 
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Wrath, and to be received into his Favour ; which 


if we obtain, we ſhall be inconceivably happy "It 
we miſs, we ſhall be for ever intolerably miſerable. 
And can we be too ſerious, too intent, too earneſt 
in begging ſuch things as theſe ? What is the COn- 
| ſequence of. our T hankigiving, when it 1s fincere 
and hearty ? Is it not the continuance of thoſe 
Bleffings which we have already received, and the 
procuring of thole which we yet want ? Were 
we ſure, that what we now have would abide 


with us for ever; and that we-ſhould never ſtand 


in need of more., we might then think our ſelves 
the leſs concerned, to.return Thanks for what 1s 
paſs'd : but alas ! it 1s not ſo with us; whatſoever 
we have is God's, and he may recal it when he 
pleaſes : and nothing can more highly provoke 
him to deprive us of our preſent Enjoyments, than 
our Unthankfulnelſs for them. Becauſe. /he 
knew not that I gave her her corn, and wine 


and oil, and multiplied her ſilver and { gold ; therefore 


Hoſ. 2. 8, 9» 


will I return, and take away my corn in the time there- 


of, and-my wine in the ſeaſon thereof, &c, So God 

threatned unthankful Iſrael. 
Is the Word of God read and preach'd of ſuch 
little concernment to us, that it matters not much, 
| whether weattend to 1t or not ? Is it not the Rule, 
| according 
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according to which, we ſhall be judged , at the 
great and dreadful Day r.- a. Paul tells us, 
God, taith he, /hall Pr the ſecrets of men 
according to my Goffel Yea, the Judge 
himſelf hath told us the ſame. He that 9""® 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
Judgeth him , the word that I have foken,, the ſame 

* ſhall judge bim at the laff day. All they to whom 
the Golvel i is publiſhed , ſhall be judg'd by the 
Goſpel; and as that either acquits or condemns 
them , ſo ſhall they receive their Sentence from 
the mouth of the Judge. And can we pay too 
awful Attention to that Book which contains thoſe 
Rules of Righteouſneſs, by which we ſhall be 
tried,. and adjudged to a State of Weal or Woe 
for ever? Conhidering therefore that every part of 
the Divine Worſhip, 1s of ſuch high Importance 
to our ſelves, we cannot furely be too attentive | 
and reverent in the performance of it ? If all that 
hath been hitherto faid , ſhould not be thought 
enough, to compoſe us to a devout Frame of SPpl- 
rit ; Let us confider, 

The near approach of Death, and that af- 
ter Death comes the Judgment. How ſoon this 
earthly Tabernacle may be diflolved we cannot 
tell ; .the preſent inſtant is all that we are ſure of, 


D 2 | the 


Rom. 2. 16, 
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the remainder of our Time is wholly in God's 
hand , and who knows but he may contra&t it to 
the next moment ? Do we not almoſt daily hear 
of ſome who are ſuddenly cut oft ? But the long- 
eſt term to which our Hopes can extend , how 
ſhort is it ? For what are-Forty , Fifty, or Sixty 
Years more? Will they not paſs away as a Sha- 
dow ? Be. in truth as ſhort as thoſe have been 
which are- already paſs'd , which now they are 
paſs d, ſeem nothing to us They who now make 
their Religion but a matter of Drollery, when 
grim Death ſhall ſtare them in the face, their 
Thoughts , as well as their Countenances, will then 
be changed. That Noble Earl, who in the times 
of his health treated God and Religion , with as 
much Contempt, as his profane Wit was able to 
invent ; what awful Thoughts had he of the Di- 
vine Majeſty, when Death-preſented it ſelf to his 
view? How paſhonately did he then cry out to 
a Gentleman that came to vifit him ; O remember 


2 
that You contemn God no more ; he ts Fs avenging God, 


and will viſit You for Tour Sins. 

But did Death put an end to our Being, it would 
then be no great matter , whether God were our 
Friend or our Enemy ; but as ſure as it is, that 
we muſt die, fo certain 1s 1t, that we ſhall be 

brought 
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3 brought, to Judgment. Rejoice, 0 young 
man, in thy youth, and let thine' heart cheer ; 
E ther in the days of thy youth , an1 walk in the ways of 
thy heart , and in the ſight of thineieyes : but know 
thou,. that for all theſe things God will bring thee into 
judgment. O the Tremblings and the Agonies they 
will then be ſeized with ; who,are now ſo mer- 
rily diſpoſed, that they cannot prevail with them- 
ſelves to be ſerous, when Ty in the weigh- 
tieft Buſineſs in the World ! ow ghaſtly and 
diſtractedly will they then look , who now ſport! | 
themſelves with all that 1s Sacred ? The Buttoon 

will then be ſtruck dumb with Horrour and A- 

mazement , who now makes it his common Di- 

vertiſement to ridicule Religion. * Into what diſ- 

mal Cries and Lamentations, will their Rantings 
and Revellings:then be changed ? O were there any 
place for Hope left, with whatSorrow, would I now 
confeſs my Sins , which 1 formerly made a mock 
of ! 'How earneſtly would I implore'the,Mercy of 
of God, for'the Pardon of them / How import@nate- 

B ly would I pray for the Grace of God's Holy Spi- 
rit, to give me a new Heart ! How attentively 
would I liften to thoſe Divine Leflong, I formerly 
defpiſed ! And how careful would. 1 be.to put 
them in practice | But Oh ! it is now tov late ;' rhe 


Door 
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Door is ſhut, and will never again be ſet epen to. 
me. No Cries nor' Tears, no Stghs nor Groans 
will now avail ; the Judge is inexorable, nothing 
remains, but that I ſuffer the Vengeance of that 
God , whoſe Grace and Mercy | formerly {et at 
nought. 

Did we ſet before our Eyes the Terrours of the 
Lord ; could we carry it fo to his Face, as to pro- 
voke his Wrath againſt us? No doubtleſs, had we 
a vigorous ſenſe of theſe things upon our Hearts, 
how devout ſhould we be in our Prayers? How 
attentive in hearing God's Word ? How: careful 
to remember, and put in practice what we hear ? 
Ina word, How ſhould we then work out our ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling is, =_ add but one 

Help more, and that 1s, 
5, Let uspray earneſtly to God, to give us his 
Holy Spirit, to excite in us an awful. ſenſe of his 
Glorious Majeſty, . to inſpire us with heavenly 
and devout Thoughts and AﬀeCtions ; to open 
our .Mearts to attend to his Word; and to com- 
ſe our Minds to a —_— attendance to every 
part of Divine Worſhip. ' If we thus ,pray with 
our whole Heart, our Requeſts will certainly be 
SEL granted. For ſo God hath promiſed. If 
'*»* thou crieft after knowledge , and lifte$t up 
__. thy 


nol 
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thy voice for. underſtanding , then ſhalt thou underſtand 

the fear of the Lord , and find the knowledge of God. 
Thou wt then experimentally know, what it is 
to be truly Religious, and ſhalt find thy ſelf ty- 

ed by the ſtrongeſt Bonds imaginable moſt de- ' 
voutly to worſhip the Almighty Creatour , Pre- 
ſerver and Governour of the World. * To whom 
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